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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 

A NOTE FROM Deb Paul, ACP 

  
Welcome to October! 

This month AAPi goes PINK in the fight against Breast Cancer. You can purchase one of 
our koozies for $5.00. Each of the Region Directors have some for sale, please pay by cash, 
check or you can Zelle the money to us at Treasurer@alabamaparalegals.net just note that it 
is for a koozie and we will get it to you. 100 of these koozies were provided to AAPi free of 
charge, so 100% of the sales will be given to the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. 
Please help us in our support of this cause. 

Here are some “Did you know1” facts: 

1 in 8 women in the U.S. will be diagnosed with breast cancer in 

her lifetime; In 2024 an estimated 2,800 men will be diagnosed with invasive breast can-

cer; There are over 4 million breast cancer survivors in the U.S. at this time; 

Early detection and treatment are key to surviving breast cancer; 

Other than skin cancer, breast cancer is the most common cancer in American women; 15% of 

women diagnosed have a family history of breast cancer; 

About 9% of all new breast cancer cases in the U.S. are diagnosed in women younger than 45 years old; 

Women who have regular screenings have a 26% lower breast cancer death rate than those that do not receive 

screenings; 

An estimated 530 U.S. men will die from breast cancer in 2024; 
 

  
Join us in our fight and make a difference! Please purchase your koozie today.  

Thanks 

Deb 
 

1Information taken from the National Breast Cancer Foundation, Inc. (www.nationalbreastcancer.org/breast-cancer-facts/) 
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Ways & Means Update  
 

Sponsorship season is in full sing!  We are so grateful for our sponsorships each year and couldn't do what we do 
without them.  They are all so amazing, wouldn't you agree?  We have several tiers of sponsorship available for 
2024-2025 including Platinum, Gold, Silver, Bronze, Friend of AAPi, and NOVUS Advertising.  Note that our 
sponsorships are not limited to legal entities.  If you own a small business and would love some advertisement, 
check out our "Friend of AAPi" option.  It's a win-win; help our paralegals and get advertisement at the same 
time!  If you'd like further information or would like to be a sponsor of AAPi, please reach out to us at 
ways@alabamaparalegals.net.  So far, we have the following commitments of sponsorships for 2024-2025: 
 

Alabama Court Reporting (Platinum) 
Process Delivery Services (Platinum) 

The National Academy of Distinguished Neutrals (Platinum) 
Delaney Development, Inc. (Platinum) 

Arriva Translations (Gold) 
Beasley, Allen, Crow, Methvin, Portis & Miles, P.C. (Silver) 

 
Also, don’t forget to snag your AAPi merchandise.  We have 2024 Summer Conference shirts, polos, fleece blan-
kets, fleece jackets, and portfolios for sale with our logo on them.  Here is just a sample: 
 

 
 
AAPi will be running a Double Good Popcorn fundraiser October 1-5 to help raise funds for our educational events 
for the 2024-2025 year.  If you purchased from our fundraiser last year, you know how delicious this popcorn is.  
There are so many fun flavors, and the sample packs make great gifts for Christmas or any occasion.  Mark your 
calendars to get in on this deliciousness!   

mailto:ways@alabamaparalegals.net
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As Region 1 Director for AAPi, I have been busy promoting AAPi membership, and 
we have an ongoing membership drive within Region 1. I have been contacting speakers for 
Region 1 Lunch & Learn events and signed up Region 1 members for volunteer opportunities 
at Changed Life Christian Center. In addition to researching additional opportunities for our 
members to engage in community activities. AAPi has some great upcoming fundraisers I am 
preparing to promote throughout Region 1, and planning upcoming donation drives to benefit 
The Lovelady Center, Birmingham Humane Society, and Toys for Tots. I am honored to serve 
Region 1 and I’m very excited about the opportunities to come for our members! 

REGION 1  
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On September 26, 2024, Region 1 members had the honor to serve dinner at Brother 
Bryan Mission! AAPi Region 1 members love to serve others!  

Region 1 Members Zondra Tate (Left) and Debbie Byrd 
(Right)  

REGION 1 EVENTS  
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"Self-Care September” Region I Monthly 
Luncheon 

Thank you to everyone who attended our “Self-Care September” AAPi Region 1 Lunch & Learn on September 18, 
2024! We had a great time and our Speaker Rekita Jackson did an amazing job presenting on the topic “Mental Health 
and Wellness For Legal Professionals”. It was nice to see new and familiar faces – Region 1 Rocks! A huge THANK 
YOU to Veritext & Renee Jones for the food and door prize! Our event would not have been a success without our 
Sponsor! 
 
Congrats to our door prize winners, Susan Conger, Adrienne Berry & Debbie Byrd!! 
 
Stay tuned for our upcoming AAPi fundraisers, donation drives, and volunteer opportunities! See ya soon!  



7 

"Self-Care September” Region I Monthly 
Luncheon Cont’d 
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"Self-Care September” Region I Monthly 
Luncheon Cont’d 
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REGION 2  

Region 2 will be gathering together at El Rey on October 10th to give region members a chance to mingle and 
meet new members. Renee Jones with Veritext will be sponsoring this event. We are also working with the 
Montgomery County Bar Association for volunteer opportunities for Region 2 members during Pro Bono 
Month. Volunteer opportunities will be announced in the next few days. Please be on the lookout for more 
events.  
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region 3 events 
 

September 

On September 18, 2024 Region 3 held a luncheon at T. P. Crockmier’s in downtown Mobile with our guest 

speaker, Attorney Bill Lancaster. During our luncheon we learned about the Paralegal’s role in Mediation. 

Patti Barchie, CP, received her 2023-2024 Region 3 Member of the Year award. 
 

  
 

October 

October 24, 2024 Region 3 will hold a Meet & Greet at Penton’s Bistro & the King Bleu Corner Bar, 219 

Conti Street in downtown Mobile from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
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All Things Happening in Region 4 

 
Exciting events are coming up in Region 4! Director Monica Bray-Grant, along with 
committee members Jane McKinnon and Melissa Roebuck, will be presenting to the 
paralegal class at Calhoun College on October 15, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. Their presentation 
will highlight the benefits of being an AAPI (Alabama Association for Paralegals Inc) 
member. This is a fantastic opportunity for aspiring paralegals to learn about the value of 
professional affiliations, networking, and resources that AAPI membership provides. 

 
Additionally, don’t miss out on the "Paralegals & Pin Strikes" event hosted by Veritext at 
Main Event in Huntsville. This fun and engaging event is a great way to connect with 
fellow paralegals while enjoying some friendly competition on the bowling lanes! Make 
sure to mark your calendars for these great opportunities to network, learn, and have 
some fun with Region 4. 
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Cocktails @ The View! 

Huge Thank You to Everyone Who Came Out for  Cocktails at the View on September 2th, 2024!  
 
We can’t thank y’all enough for joining us for a fun night with Region 4 of AAPI! Between the mountain views, 

cool breeze, tasty cocktails, and that breathtaking sunset, it was a night to remember!  
 

A big shoutout to Arriva Translations for making it all happen with their awesome sponsorship!  
 
Want to know more about Arriva Translations?  
Click here to check them out:  
https://arrivatranslations.com/ 
 
 
#CocktailsAtTheView #AAPIRegion4 #Grateful #ArrivaTranslations #GoodVibes #NetworkingDoneRight 

https://arrivatranslations.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR31T2I1HPHH8jxY3qTnygJ9cdu4d93XDGcZYDOLQoi5IG1x_knhvj1xZbw_aem_vj5Mf3rszLHZeepVBTKGrg
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/cocktailsattheview?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW9F0KDrE1UEYNIuH8eV841NihQPEFrh9blIwgpMFMHp0mKRuQvDqbDF_HQDpBOG_jooHhIefAX5vFQBV_xL_vebe0WO8MAMFZPU1UOqifVfk3KzvThJW0HrO73IdHC_3JK88YKZFGLR59NCBZrq0on3_mlMo10Klq3T7wUII6SkiUJZshNqS
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/aapiregion4?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW9F0KDrE1UEYNIuH8eV841NihQPEFrh9blIwgpMFMHp0mKRuQvDqbDF_HQDpBOG_jooHhIefAX5vFQBV_xL_vebe0WO8MAMFZPU1UOqifVfk3KzvThJW0HrO73IdHC_3JK88YKZFGLR59NCBZrq0on3_mlMo10Klq3T7wUII6SkiUJZshNqSzJFbMLR
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/grateful?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW9F0KDrE1UEYNIuH8eV841NihQPEFrh9blIwgpMFMHp0mKRuQvDqbDF_HQDpBOG_jooHhIefAX5vFQBV_xL_vebe0WO8MAMFZPU1UOqifVfk3KzvThJW0HrO73IdHC_3JK88YKZFGLR59NCBZrq0on3_mlMo10Klq3T7wUII6SkiUJZshNqSzJFbMLRCka
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/arrivatranslations?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW9F0KDrE1UEYNIuH8eV841NihQPEFrh9blIwgpMFMHp0mKRuQvDqbDF_HQDpBOG_jooHhIefAX5vFQBV_xL_vebe0WO8MAMFZPU1UOqifVfk3KzvThJW0HrO73IdHC_3JK88YKZFGLR59NCBZrq0on3_mlMo10Klq3T7wUII6SkiUJZshNqS
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/goodvibes?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW9F0KDrE1UEYNIuH8eV841NihQPEFrh9blIwgpMFMHp0mKRuQvDqbDF_HQDpBOG_jooHhIefAX5vFQBV_xL_vebe0WO8MAMFZPU1UOqifVfk3KzvThJW0HrO73IdHC_3JK88YKZFGLR59NCBZrq0on3_mlMo10Klq3T7wUII6SkiUJZshNqSzJFbMLRCk
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/networkingdoneright?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW9F0KDrE1UEYNIuH8eV841NihQPEFrh9blIwgpMFMHp0mKRuQvDqbDF_HQDpBOG_jooHhIefAX5vFQBV_xL_vebe0WO8MAMFZPU1UOqifVfk3KzvThJW0HrO73IdHC_3JK88YKZFGLR59NCBZrq0on3_mlMo10Klq3T7wUII6SkiUJZshNq
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Cocktails @ The View! 
Cont’d 
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AAPI PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
  
Letters are being sent to the Directors of Paralegal Studies at colleges throughout the State of Alabama 
to line up classroom visits with students this fall.  The Professional Relations Committee is now wel-
coming PR Committee Members and volunteers to take part in the 2024-2025 session year. Serving on 
the PR Committee will provide you with networking opportunities to promote AAPi and paralegal profes-
sionalism. 
  
This year, PR Committee Members will have the opportunity to volunteer at various legal clinics and 
conferences throughout the State of Alabama, as well as work with paralegal students.  We will also be 
preparing and taking applications for the 2024-2025 Janis Davidson Memorial Scholarship. 
  
I look forward to working for you all. 
  
Elizabeth Gowens, ACP 
Professional Relations Committee Chair 
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  AAPi STUDENT RECOGNITION 

 
   STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
 

AAPi’s new Student Spotlight Section of the NOVUS and AAPi Brief will shine the light on a new student 

member each month (September to June) that goes over and above for AAPi. 

The student members will be selected each month by the Region Directors for placement in the Stu-

dent Spotlight based on their involvement with the Association such as (a) attending AAPi events; (b) 

helping out with events in their region; (c) promoting the Association to other students, and (d) 

joining AAPi Committees. 

Any Member of the Association may nominate a student to be highlighted in the Student Spotlight 

by sending an email by the 15th of each month to that student’s Region Director. The Region Directors 

will make their selection each month and submit it to the Communications Chair for inclusion in the next 

Brief or NOVUS. Only one student will be chosen each month to be put in the spotlight. 

PATHFINDER AWARD 

AAPi’s new Pathfinder Award will be given each year at the Summer Conference to one of the stu-

dents who has been highlighted in our Student Spotlight section of the AAPi Brief or NOVUS. The 

qualifications to receive this award are: 1. Member must be a current student member of AAPi; and 2. 

Must have been highlighted in the Student Spotlight. 

The Professional Relations Chair will submit to the Board no later than June 30th of each year the Stu-

dent Spotlight nominees for this Award. As with other awards, the students’ names and information 

will be redacted so that the student will be chosen based solely on their involvement with the Associa-

tion based on the judging criteria of (a) attending AAPi events; (b) helping out with events in their 

region; (c) promoting the Association to other students, and (d) joining AAPi Committees. 
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Seeing Membership through a DEI Lens 
 

On September 1, 2024, we kicked off our 2024-2025 Membership Application Process for both 

renewing members and new members. This is really an exciting time for AAPi. We look forward as an 

association to furthering our mission each year with all members. Our Mission Statement is “to promote 

the paralegal profession through awareness and education.” Without you, none of this is possible. 

As I look through all of the membership applications, I am reading all of the different areas of law 

the places of employment for each of you are involved in. While most of us reside in Alabama, I am also 

learning about some cities in Alabama I have never heard of before. There are also of course age differ-

ences among us. This all demonstrates the pieces of diversity that exists among us. AAPi is entering its 

second membership year having a DEI component to the Membership Committee. So, not only am I as-

sisting with processing our membership applications to allow the association to properly and fully engage 

with its members, I am also seeing membership through a DEI lens as I prepare to work alongside our 

Membership/DEI Committee in guiding our members through the DEI principles that have been adopted 

by AAPi. 
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To have an inclusive environment in our association with our membership where people genuinely 

feel like they belong and have a voice, we must care for, get to know, and appreciate the people who make 

up AAPi. This will be a learning process that will explore not only the way we show up in our jobs as par-

alegals but also who we are beyond our professional title. As membership applications are processed, 

committees are formed, funds are being raised and educational and networking opportunities are planned, 

your AAPi Membership/DEI Committee will be helping to bring our members into an amazing associa-

tion where you feel welcomed and 

valued. 

 
Tonya White-Evans 
Second Vice-President Membership and Membership/DEI Committee Chairwoman 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

2024-2025 

ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF PARALEGALS, INC. 
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RENEWALS 
(as of  October 1, 2024) 
 

Active                          12           

Associate                      4 

Student                         4  

Patron                          2 

Distinguished           1 

MEMBERSHIP 
(as of  October 1, 2024) 

 
Active                        127           

Associate                    21 

Student                       14  

Patron                          4 

Distinguished           2 

 

Happy Birthday to Our Members Celebrating in     

October! 

AAPi STATE OF AFFAIRS 
Financial News as of October 1, 2024 

 

  
 Bank Accounts 
 Checking Account           $7,470.31  
 Scholarship Fund            $7,458.15  
 Emergency Fund           $20,002.47  
 TOTAL                          $34,930.93 

You have 14 days before the deadline to renew your 
AAPi Membership.  
 
Our 2024-2025 membership year will not be the same 
without you.  
 
Come on and submit your renewal today! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

October 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  
Popcorn Fundraiser  

Begins   
 

Breast Cancer KOOZIE 
Sale Begins  

2 3 4 

 
Popcorn Fundraiser  Ends 

5 

6 7 8 9 10  

Region 2—Meet & Greet El 
Rey Burrito Lounge  

11 12 

13 14 15 16  
Region 1—Lunch & Learn 

@Burr Forman  

17 18 

Region  4—Paralegals & 
Pin Strikes!  

19 

20 21 22 23 24 

Region 3—Social Mixer 
Penton's Bistro 

25 26 

27 28 29 30 31  
Breast Cancer KOOZIE 

Sale Ends 

  

November 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Honeybaked Ham 
Fundraiser Begins 

2 

3 4  
Region 1—Volunteer at 

Changed Lives Christian 
Center  

5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 

Region 3 Luncheon 

14 15 16 

17 18  
Region 1—Volunteer at 

Changed Lives Christian 

19 20 

Region 1— Lunch & Learn   

21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Honeybaked Ham 
Fundraiser Ends 
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Our fundraiser is LIVE and we need you in order to be successful! This fundraiser will only 
run for FOUR days, so start shopping! 50% of your purchase will go to AAPi to help fund 
educational events. If you haven't tried this popcorn, get your taste buds ready because it is 
delicious! Be sure to stock up for the holidays also, as this makes great gifts! You do not have 
to be a member to purchase, so invite all of your friends. Thank you for your support! The 
link to shop/order is https://lnkd.in/eR_Df238.  

https://lnkd.in/eR_Df238
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THE 2024-2025 AAPi BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
PRESIDENT:   Deborah “Deb” M. Paul, ACP 

                           president@alabamaparalegals.net 

 

1ST VICE PRESIDENT:    Cathy Lynn Davis, ACP 

        vicepresident@alabamaparalegals.net  

 

2ND VICE PRESIDENT—MEMBERSHIP:    Tonya R. White-Evans 

                                       membership@alabamaparalegals.net 

 

2ND VICE PRESIDENT—SEMINARS:    Karen Guthrie, ACP 

                                seminars@alabamaparalegals.net 

 

SECRETARY:  Heather Hoffman 

                           secretary@alabamaparalegals.net 

 

TREASURER:  Jeanie C. Johnson, ACP 

                           treasurer@alabamaparalegals.net 

 

NALA LIAISON:   Samaria Hutchins, ACP 

                                nalaliaison@alabamaparalegals.net 

 

REGION 1 DIRECTOR:  Zondra Tate 

     region1@alabamaparalegals.net 

 

REGION 2 DIRECTOR:  Stephanie Wall 

     region2@alabamaparalegals.net 

 

REGION 3 DIRECTOR:  Open 

     region3@alabamaparalegals.net 

 

REGION 4 DIRECTOR:   Monica Bray Grant 

     region4@alabamaparalegals.net 

 

COMMUNICATIONS CHAIRPERSON:    Dawynrico M. McCain 

                                          communications@alabamaparalegals.net 

 

PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS CHAIRPERSON:    Elizabeth Gowans, ACP 

           pr@alabamaparalegals.net 

 

NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS CHAIRPERSON:   Open 

 

WAYS & MEANS CHAIRPERSON:  Laura Reeves, ACP 

                        ways@alabamaparalegals.net 
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To submit materials for publication or to ad-

vertise, please contact our Editorial Staff at: 

communications@alabamaparalegals.net. 

 ________________________________________ 

 

Opinions expressed in articles and feature 

herein are those of the author, and do no  

necessarily reflect the view of AAPi.  The  

Editor strongly encourages the submission of 

material for publication. The Editor reserves 

the right to edit material and accept or reject 

materials submitted. The contents of this 

publication may not be reproduced, in whole 

or in part, without written consent of AAPi. 

Where Passion & Profession Come Together 

 

Find Us Here: 


