
PREPARING STUDENTS FOR 
GRADUATION & BEYOND



Welcome!



INTRODUCTIONS
Paralegal Educators & Paralegal Credentialed 



OBJECTIVES



OBJECTIVES
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POLL QUESTION



POLL RESULTS

https://app.sli.do/event/psf8dJyn3KdgDVT3Rk7xcN/embed/polls/3eeb13cc-a57a-49a9-943c-51f2689b1229
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BENEFITS OF CERTIFICATION



BENEFITS OF CERTIFICATION
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MYTH OR FACT

A Certificate is 
the same as 

being Certified.



MYTH!

MYTH OR FACT



MYTH OR FACT

Paralegal 
Credentials 

lead to higher 
salary.



FACT!

MYTH OR FACT



MYTH OR FACT

Credentialed 
paralegals 

don't have to 
meet CLE 

requirements.



MYTH!

MYTH OR FACT



MYTH OR FACT

Credentialed 
paralegals 

meet standard 
industry 

competencies.



FACT!

MYTH OR FACT



MYTH OR FACT
The paralegal 

field is growing 
at a higher 

average rate 
than other 

fields.



FACT!

MYTH OR FACT



NATIONAL 
PARALEGAL 

CREDENTIALS



USING A CERTIFICATION EXAM 
AS A CAPSTONE



Certification 
Exam

Other Test Base 
on Certification 
Exam

CP Review 
Course (Not 
Capstone)

Encourage 
State/National 
Certification (Not 
Capstone)

USING A CERTIFICATION AS A 
CAPSTONE 
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USING A CERTIFICATION AS A 
CAPSTONE 
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USING A CERTIFICATION AS A 
CAPSTONE 



USING A CERTIFICATION AS A 
CAPSTONE 
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USING A CERTIFICATION AS A 
CAPSTONE 
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CREATING A PARALEGAL 
CERTIFICATION EXAM REVIEW 

COURSE



GETTING 
STARTED

Needs 
Assessment

Research



•

•

BLUEPRINT

•

•



When preparing a course proposal to Curriculum Committee:

•

•

BLUEPRINT - PREPARE COURSE 
PROPOSAL



This example is for the NALA CP Exam
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BLUEPRINT - CREATING A 
PARALEGAL CERTIFICATION EXAM 

REVIEW COURSE



Courses: Test Preparation for NALA CP Exam
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BLUEPRINT - CREATING A 
PARALEGAL CERTIFICATION EXAM 

REVIEW COURSE



Courses: Test Preparation for NALA CP Exam, cont. 

•

•

BLUEPRINT - CREATING A 
PARALEGAL CERTIFICATION EXAM 

REVIEW COURSE



INCORPORATING CERTIFICATION 
EXAM FUNDAMENTALS INTO 

CURRENT CURRICULUM



CRITICAL THINKING, LEGAL ANALYSIS, & 
APPLICATION OF LAW IN MOTION PRACTICE



Lesson focuses on: 

•

•

•

INCORPORATING CERTIFICATION 
EXAM FUNDAMENTALS INTO 

CURRENT CURRICULUM



2nd Week Project Example, Lecture Notes
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INCORPORATING CERTIFICATION 
EXAM FUNDAMENTALS INTO 

CURRENT CURRICULUM



3rd Week Project Example, Lecture Notes cont.

•

•

•

INCORPORATING CERTIFICATION 
EXAM FUNDAMENTALS INTO 

CURRENT CURRICULUM



4th Week Project Example, Lecture Notes cont.
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INCORPORATING CERTIFICATION 
EXAM FUNDAMENTALS INTO 

CURRENT CURRICULUM



ACCESS TO JUSTICE  
LIMITED LICENSE LEGAL 

PARAPROFESSIONAL 
PROGRAMS 



FUTURE

ROADMAP

Qualifications and Certifications

Access to justice 

National repositories & 
resources 

What do I need to know?

Current trends and 
movements



ARIZONA

• AZ Paralegal Educational Requirements

• Areas of Practice 

- Family Law

- Limited Jurisdiction

- Administrative Law 



UTAH

• UT Paralegal Educational Requirements

- Obtained CP, RP/CRP, or CLA credential 

• Areas of Practice 

- Limited Family Law 

- Forcible Entry and Detainer

- Debt Collection



OREGON

• OR Paralegal Educational Requirements

- Educational Waiver - CP, RP, or CRP credentials

• Areas of Practice 

- Landlord Tenant 

- Family Law 



ALASKA

• Proposed Bare Rule 43.5

- Limited waiver to provide legal advice to residents in rural and remote 

communities 

• CJWs must be trained and mentored by ALSC 

• CJWs must be employed or volunteering with ALSC

• Area of Service

- Draft letters, provide legal information, and advocate for consumers in 

administrative proceedings 



PARALEGAL EDUCATOR 
RESOURCES



RESOURCES
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YOUR ONE STOP



SOCIAL NETWORKING
Hosted by NALA
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QUESTIONS? 



THANK YOU!


