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SPRING FORWARD WITH AAPi

This issue of the AAPI Brief applauds
our wonderful region directors and the
great job that they are doing. Each works
hard to plan events for the members in
their region. With the pandemic, it has
been challenging to host the usual monthly
region lunches, but each director tried to
come up with ways to keep the members
engaged and connected. In this issue, we
learn a bit about each of them and about
their planning for the upcoming Paralegal
Day events in May.

Also 1n this issue, members are able to
see where we stand financially with the
“State of Affairs.” At the second regular
board meeting, the Board of Directors dis-
cussed and approved, taking a portion of
the general fund to set up “a Rainy Day”
fund. This account is being established to
secure one year’s operating expenses for
AAPi, as an emergency fund. Just as we all
are told as adults, to have an emergency
account, AAPi1 should do the same for the
benefit of our Association.

In its forty (40) years of existence, AAPi
has experienced great participation from its
members. Some years had more participation
than others, but this organization reflects a
steady representation of paralegals in the
state of Alabama. Right now, there are 141
members in our Association. Are you the only
AAPi member in your firm? If so, why? Tell
your co-workers about AAPi. Tell them about
the many opportunities/benefits for members;
tell them about the fun events; tell them
about the educational offerings to stay cur-
rent in our profession (technical, skills and
legal knowledge); tell them about the profes-
sional opportunities they can learn to ad-
vance in their jobs; tell them about the com-
munity service projects; tell them about the
sponsors and great services that they provide;
tell them about the networking opportunities
of being able to reach out to someone in an-
other part of the state to answer a question
about a certain practice of law or court proce-
dures in that municipality; tell them about
the great summer conferences you can at-
tend; and tell them about tell them about the
friendships you gain as a member- because
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that in itself keeps me coming back year
after year.

Be sure to check out the many events
planned for April and definitely mark
your calendars for the upcoming 40th
anniversary celebration to be held at
this year’s Summer Conference and An-
nual Meeting. The seminar committee
headed by 2nd Vice President-Seminars,
Jeanie C. Johnson, ACP, has been and is
hard at work planning a phenomenal
conference for attendees. The topics are
relevant to today’s areas of practice
from preparing for a civil or criminal tri-
al to learning the latest about real es-
tate;

changed court proceedings from deposi-

learning how the pandemic

tion to hearings/trials; hearing about
NALA certification and the benefits of
NALA as a member of AAPi; and so
much more. Long-time serving members
are scheduled to attend, including past
presidents who will be on hand to share
stories about AAP1, when it was known
as AALA!! And need I mention the beach
- this year’s setting- The Island House
hotel, where each room is gulf-front with
a beach view!!

SPRING FORWARD
WITH AAPi (cont.)

Finally, our website has been revamped!
I encourage you to visit our website,
www.alabamaparalegals.net Some of
you may remember when AAPI first got
a website. Did I just date myself? There
have so many changes - the format, the
software, the database, and many other
technical upgrades. To stay current with
technical trends, the AAP1 website was
upgraded. It took a while to coordinate
all of the needed and requested changes,
but now members should be able to bet-
ter navigate their way to gather infor-
mation, register for events, and learn
more about AAP1. Please check it out!

As always, thank you for your continued
support in our organization. Do your
part to build AAPi1’s success for the next
forty (40) years.

- Adrienne Berry, CP
AAPi President
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ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF PARALEGALS
CELEBRATES PARALEGAL DAY!!!




REGION 1
Say hello to Susan Conger

Region 1 Director

It has been fantastic to be back
on the AAP1 Board this year and I have
thoroughly enjoyed representing AAPi
again as its Region 1 Director for 2021-
2022.

I am confident that I already
know many of you and many of you
know me, but I would briefly like to in-
troduce myself to you and I look forward
to you doing the same.

I have worked at the Sirote &
Permutt law firm for approximately 27
years. We are now known as Dentons
Sirote PC which has been hard to get
used to, but it has been a super positive
experience. It is also surreal to know
that I work for the largest law firm in
the world. I really enjoy reading Den-
ton’s weekly newsletters about its peo-
ple 1in 200+ locations and 80+ countries
around the world.

I have worked as a paralegal in
Sirote’s litigation department since
2000, but I started working at Dentons
Sirote in 1995, which was approximate-
ly two years after completion of my par-
alegal studies. I have been married to
Rick Conger forever and we have three

amazing children and six perfect grand-
children.

The first picture below is a photo
of my family that was taken this past
Christmas. The second picture, also
taken this past Christmas, contains four
generations of “Catherine’s.” My Mom

A FEW WORDS FROM THE
AAP: REGION DIRECTORS!

1s Catherine, everyone calls her Kit, and
she will be 93 on her next birthday
which i1s in May. Then there is me, Su-
san Catherine, and you probably don’t
want to know my age. Next is my
daughter Jodi Catherine and she is a
registered dietician and a New Year’s
baby. Finally, we are blessed with Es-
tella Catherine, and she is our only
granddaughter at this time. She is also
the caboose after we were blessed with
five handsome grandsons.

I'm super extroverted so please
let me know if you want me to plan
something you might enjoy doing and I
will be happy to oblige. I look forward
to seeing everyone at our Paralegal Day
celebration on May 4, 2022.

Susan Conger
Region 1 Director



REGION 2
Meet Region 2 Director —
Doe Dorsey!

Doe moved from her hometown of Al-
ton, Illinois to Pike Road, Alabama on
July 2, 2017. She met her husband,
Mark, on a blind date on October 31,
1997, and have been together ever
since. Together Mark and Doe have
three children Alexis Bohannon, Steven
Dorsey, and Samantha Dorsey. They
also have one granddaughter, Kinsley
Mae, who will be three years old in Au-
gust. In addition, they have a miniature
schnauzer named Gypsy that pretty
much rules their home.

Doe received a paralegal degree in
2002 from Kansas State University and
worked for 18 years at the Heyl Royster
law firm in Edwardsville, IL. She is cur-
rently employed as a paralegal at Rush-
ton, Stakely, Garrett & Johnston, P.A.
in downtown Montgomery. Doe is an av-
1d “gamer” in her free time, enjoys craft-
ing wreaths and home decor, and also
loves to care for her hummingbirds in
season. Mark and Doe are active mem-
bers of St. James United Methodist
Church in Pike Road. They enjoy serv-
ing the church every Sunday during the
contemporary service and in several ca-
pacities on a weekly basis. They also
love to volunteer through St. James’
outreach programs throughout the year,
assisting those in need in the Montgom-
ery area. The majority of Mark and
Doe’s family and friends reside in Illi-
nois, and it’s always a blessing when
they come to visit.

A FEW WORDS FROM THE
AAP: REGION DIRECTORS!

Mark joined the Alton Police Depart-
ment in 1989 after graduating from
Southern Illinois University. He retired
from the Alton Police Department in
2017 after serving 28 years. Throughout
Mark’s career, he served the majority of
his time as a detective within the de-
partment and was an investigator with
the Illinois Major Case Squad. He also
served several years with the St. Louis,
MO, division of the Drug Enforcement
Administration where his cases lead
him around the country. Mark could on-
ly sit still for a few months after retire-
ment, and in 2018 was offered and ac-
cepted a position as an analyst with Op-
tum-United Health Care in Montgom-
ery and works remotely from home.
Mark enjoys watching Alabama Crim-
son Tide football (Roll Tide!), and read-
ing.

Doe Dorsey
Region 2 Director



REGION 3
Greetings from the Region 3
Director, Kim Tillman.

I have been
employed by the

Mobile County
License Com-
mission since

June 1, 2022. 1
have two mar-
ried children ag-
es 31 and 33. 1
currently have
two grandchil-
dren, Addie (age
8) and Charles
(age 3), and en-

joy spending
time with them
on the week-
ends. My hob-
bies include
playing the pi-
ano, traveling

and camping with family.

We continue to hold monthly func-
tions on an “as announced” basis in our
area. The beginning of this year has
brought many new things to AAPi. Re-
gion 3 currently has 26 members.
Please check out new webpage design at
www.alabamaparalegals.net. You will
see that we are “calling all cooks”. We
are requesting that you send your favor-
1te recipe to
ways@alabamaparalegals.net

for inclusion in the AAPi cook book that
will be available for purchase at the
Summer Conference and Annual Meet-
ing in Orange Beach. Speaking of semi-

A FEW WORDS FROM THE
AAPi REGION DIRECTORS!

nars, don’t forget to register and make
your hotel reservations. It is our 40tk
anniversary!! There are many special
things planned for the weekend and I
hope to see all of you there.

Our association has faced many chal-
lenges over the past few years but we
remain committed to support, educate
and mentor our fellow paralegals. We
have continued to support our student
members with constant contact with ar-
ea colleges and also continue our part-
nership as a NALA affiliate on the na-
tional level.

I want to express my gratitude for
allowing me to serve as Region 3 Direc-
tor for the past two years. 1 could not
have done it without your support and
the assistance of my two of my fellow
board members, Deb Paul and Jane
McKinnon. They are to be commended
for their unwavering support, help and
guidance over the past two years. To
that end, I would like to hear from you.
Please reach out with suggestions for
luncheon topics, community service pro-
jects or afterhours functions. I would
love to hear from you.

Kim Tillman,
Region 3 Director

REGION 4
The Director position in Region 4
1s currently vacant. If you are in-
terested in serving, please contact
AAPi1 President, Adrienne Berry,
CP at

president@alabamaparalegals.net.


http://www.alabamaparalegals.net
mailto:ways@alabamaparalegals.net

HAPPENINGS

For more

information,

see the website!



AAPi1 STATE OF AFFAIRS MEMBERSHIP
Financial News as of April 15, 2022 (as of 4/15/2022)
Active 119
Bank Accounts Associate 11
Checking 47,294.18 Student 4
Savings (Scholarship) 6,007.74 Sustaining 3
TOTAL $53,301.92 Lifetime 4
Region 1 81
Region 2 24
ROUND THE WATER COOLER... .
Region 3 30
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO Resion 4 7
OUR MEMBERS BORN &
IN THE MONTH OF
APRIL! TOTAL
April 2022
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 HaltDay
Seminar
10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 wx |19 20 21 22 g |23

Easter Day Day Career Fair
Montgomery

24 25 26 27 28 29 30




LOOKING BACK OVER THE YEARS. ..




To submit materials for publication or
to advertise, please contact our Edito-
rial Staff at communications@

alabamaparalegals.net.

Opinions expressed in articles and fea-

ture herein are those of the author,
and do no necessarily reflect the views
of AAPi. The Editor strongly encour-
ages the submission of material for
publication. The Editor reserves the

right to edit material and accept or

reject materials submitted. The con-
tents of this publication may not be
reproduced, in whole or in part, with-
out written consent of AAP;.

MISSION
STATEMENT

To promote the paralegal profession
through awareness and education.

VISION
STATEMENT

Advancing Alabama paralegals
through education and
career development.

UPCOMING EVENTS. ..

April 23, 2022 9:00 am—11:30
CAREER FAIR

Faulkner Dinner Theater
5346 Atlanta Hwy
Montgomery, AL 36109

PARALEGAL DAY LUNCHEON
(MEMBERS ONLY)

REGION 1

May 4, 2022 11:30 am—1:00 pm
Cost: FREE TO MEMBERS

To Register:

Please register in advance on website

REGION 2

May 4, 2022 11:30 am—1:00 pm
Cost: FREE TO MEMBERS

To Register:

Please register in advance on website

REGION 3

May 4, 2022 12:30 pm—2:00 pm
Cost: FREE TO MEMBERS

To Register:

Please register in advance on website

REGION 4

May 4, 2022 11:00 am—2:00 pm
Cost: FREE TO MEMBERS

To Register:

Please register in advance on website




