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President’s Message

Hello March 2022! February went by way too
fast. I am not sure if it is just me, but time just
seems to be flying by lately. I recently had to
remind myself to stop and breath, take some
time to self-love. I am a paralegal at a high
paced PI and Employment Law firm and find
myself unable to grab lunch or get out by
7:00 p.m. most weekdays. I find myself
spending my workdays on Zoom either in
deposition preparation, reviewing medical treatment with clients and
assisting in mediations 2-3 times a week. I will occasionally do some
discovery responses, and my cell phone is non-stop with clients. On
Valentine’s Day I told my boss I was leaving early- I had a date! I was
going to step away on a Monday and go show myself some love. I went
to get a 1-hour full body massage and OMG, I felt like butter after-
wards. I loved it so much, I bought a year membership to force myself
to go once a month and get my stress rubbed out of me. We paralegals
tend to take on the world and forget to take care of ourselves. I truly
hope and pray you all had a wonderful Valentine’s Day, and you always
remember to love your temple, your mind, body and soul. With such a
demanding career, we deserve a little time for ourselves.
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Notice of March Meeting PA\RALI,—'\ET",GﬁL

When: 12:00 p.m., March 24, 2022

Where: Anson 11, 303 N. Oregon

Guest Speaker: Aaron Setliff

Topic: Medically Necessary Gender Affirming Therapy: Is It Child
Abuse?

Please join us on Thursday, March 24 2022, for our monthly luncheon. Our guest speaker will
be Aaron Setliff, Assistant County Attorney.

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED. All lunch or-
ders must be placed with Anson 11 and paid in
advance. Payment for all orders must be re-
ceived by EPPA’s Treasurer no later than Thurs-
day, March 17, 2022. Please carefully review
the Payment Instruments included with the Lunch
Order Form.

Please see the Luncheon Order Form and in-
structions emailed separately and on the web-
site at www.elppa.org.

March Guest Speaker

Aaron Setliff is an Assistant County Attorney and CPS Prosecu-
tor. Earning his law degree from the University of Texas, Mr. Set-
liff became Assistant District in the 34th District Attorney’s Office
in 2001. He later went on to serve as Director of Policy at Texas
Council on Family Violence from 2008 to 2017. Mr. Setliff then
returned to the District Attorneys’ Office in 2017, serving as Assis-
tant District Attorney—Human Trafficking Prosecutor. Mr. Setliff
currently serves as Assistant County Attorney and CPS Prosecutor.
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I want to thank Priscilla Mata for her presentation at Anson 11 on February 17", very informative CLE on “School Law”. 1 was
unaware teachers and faculty have contracts they have to abide by. I was really intrigued as our firm does work on Employment
cases, yet I learned a whole lot on schools having an entire set of rules they go by. Even after 25 years, we can always learn some-
thing new at EPPA CLE’s. I encourage you all to attend upcoming in person EPPA membership luncheons Ms. Mata also men-
tioned that El Paso Women’s Bar Association offers a dues-free, nonvoting associate membership for non-attorneys in the legal
profession or legal studies and EPPA Paralegals were invited to join. You’ll find the application on page 4.

I have reached out to our chosen charity, Veterans Transitional Living Center to request a
wish list from them to share with you all. Please open your heart and help purchase
some items to help them out. The Director explained that when a homeless veteran
comes to them for assistance, the first thing they do is wash all their belongings, includ-
ing the clothes on their back. They have requested simple items we can take for granted
such at detergent, sweatpants and tops and slippers, bedding items such as sheets and
pillowcases and of course toiletries that include personal hygiene items. He clarified
they house both female and male veterans. The VTLC advocate for these individuals to
obtain medical assistance through the VA and several qualifications need to be met. For
humanitarian reasons, even those that do not qualify for VA assistance do receive assis-
tance through their program. I believe this is a great way for EPPA to give back to those
less fortunate who has defended our country. They have two locations where the veterans
are housed and assisted, including the location at 818 Myrtle (picture left).

'Tis the time of year when a'bit of Irish is on everyone's mind. We will be holding our March
Membership Luncheon on March 24™ as the 3™ Thursday of the month will land on March 17",
St. Patrick’s day. Many will be traveling for Spring Break or enjoying the outdoors here locally.
Daylight savings time will be on March 13" so we will be able to enjoy an extra hour of day-
light. I hope to see your RSVP’s and lunch orders in the next couple of weeks.

Finally, I want to thank our paralegals who have been involved with EPPA for many years and
serve as our backbone with their extensive experience and knowledge. I also want to welcome
those either returning or are brand new to EPPA. We are truly blessed to have such an associa-
tion where we can turn to one another for assistance and guidance. As we all come together in
person again, I remind you of our powerful Mission Statement that starts with the words “To
serve”. EPPA’s primary source of funds, including the funds we donate to charity, are raised at
our Annual Golf Tournament where all our members can get involved in one way or another.
Due to the pandemic, we were unable to hold this event for the past couple of years. I would
love to see everyone come together to serve, as planning for our 2022 Golf Tournament is under-
way. Last year EPPA totally outdid themselves by hitting a record-breaking charity benefit, 1
pray we have the same if not more of a thriving 2022.

Yvette Duran
President

Membership Dues

PAST DUE NOTICE: 1t you have not already done so, please ensure your re-

newal applications and membership dues are paid as soon as possible. All renewal mem-
bership applications and payment instructions can be found on EPPA’s website
(www.elppa.org) under the Membership tab.




EPWBA Associate Membership Application



Minutes of February Meeting PARALEGAL

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
OF THE MEMBERS
OF
EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION
(February 17, 2022)

A regular meeting of the members of El Paso Paralegal Association (the “Association”)
was duly called and held in person at Anson 11 on Thursday, February 17, 2022, at 12:00 p.m.
President Yvette Duran chaired the meeting and Secretary Griselda Lasky recorded the minutes
of the meeting.

A quorum being present, President Duran called the meeting to order, and welcomed
members, the guest speaker and her paralegal and thanked them for attending.

The first item of business was the discussion and approval of the January 2022 meeting
minutes. Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the regular meeting of the As-
sociation’s members held January 20, 2022, as presented in The Writ, were unanimously ap-
proved.

The second item of business was the consideration of the Association’s 2022 charity.
President Duran provided an overview of the three charities and provided voting ballots to the
members. The results were tallied by Laura Aguilar and discussed at the conclusion of the
meeting.

President Duran introduced the guest speaker, Priscilla Mata, who gave an informative
presentation on School Law, empathizing the role of paralegals throughout the process. Mrs.
Mata answered questions from members throughout the presentation. President Duran then ex-
tended the Association’s thanks to Mrs. Mata for her presentation and presented her with a gift.

Finally, President Duran announced the winner for the Association’s 2022 charity, Vet-
eran’s Transitional Center.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:04 p.m.

/s/ Griselda Lasky
Griselda Lasky, Secretary




2022 Charity Announcement
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EPPA President Yvette Duran and guest speaker, EPWBA President
Priscilla de Mata

Left to right: Kim Lowry, Alex Bond, Sandra Vasquez, Peggy Dieter
and Susanne Smith.

Left to right (front-facing): Lynda Camacho, Johnna Moss, Laura
Juarez (standing) and Guy McDunagle. President Elect Sandra Vasquez
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Excerpts from the ABCs of School Law
Priscilla de Mata
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Highlights from February Meeting (cont’d) PARALEGAL

ASSOCIATION

Priscilla de Mata and Jessica Rodrigez

Annual Golf Tournament!

Watch for future editions of The Writ to see how you can get involved.
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March Birthdays PARALEGAL

Briana Catley 1

Lynda Camacho 16
Valeria Zuniga 26

NALA News

Go to https:/ /nala.org/education-5/nala-conference-expo-2/ for more details.
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NALA News—Spotlight PARALEGAL

When NALA’s President needed someone to be the inaugural chair of the association’s first-
ever Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee, Yolanda Garcia, CP, PLS, TBLS-BCP, an-
swered the call. “When | hung up the phone, | thought to myself ‘What have | done?!!”, she
says. “Although it was quite scary at the beginning, | have navigated my way through with the
assistance of my co-paralegals on the committee. | have learned that all NALA committee pre-
decessors are so extremely helpful and guide your way to succeeding in your appointed posi-
tions.”

Yolanda, who goes by the nickname Yolie, works as a paralegal in the Trial Department at
Kemp Smith, LLP in El Paso, Texas. She says she loves every aspect of her work. “I enjoy writ-
ten discovery and preparation and attending trials. | am at my best when | am preparing for tri-
al.”

Yolie says her greatest accomplishment is becoming certified, first through NALA, then through
the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. She served two terms as President of the El Paso Par-
alegal Association, an experience she found both challenging and rewarding.

Her advice for fellow and upcoming paralegals is to “take pride in your work and be nice to asso-
ciates because they grow up to be senior partners!”

Yolie is married to her high school sweetheart and looks forward to celebrating 46 years of mar-
riage in 2022. The couple has a daughter, two sons, and three precious granddaughters. “| love
being a Nana!”, she says.

Her favorite movie is Mamma Mia. She loves books by John Grisham and Danielle Steele. Her
favorite television shows are This is Us and Golden Girls.

Yolie loves to read, craft, and sew. “My greatest joy is crafting with my granddaughters,” she
says. She sewed more than 100 masks to donate to her local hospital at the start of the pan-
demic. She also made masks for family, friends, and co-workers.
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Thanks for being a member of

El Paso Paralegal Association

AN AFFILIATE OF

El Paso Paralegal Association serves as a resource for paralegals to further its members’ development and

advancement in the legal profession through higher paralegal standards, continuing legal education and

self-regulation for all El Paso paralegals. [El Paso Paralegal Association awards scholarships to students

enrolled in the paralegal program at El Paso Community College, and offers reimbursement awards for

members taking the National Association of Legal Assistants’ Certification Exam and the Texas Board of

Legal Specialization Certification Exam. Through its various efforts throughout the year, E1 Paso Paralegal

Association also strives to encourage its members to participate in community service and charitable work

opportunities through El Paso Paralegal Association’s adopted charity, which is chosen each year by its

members.

Our Board

President

President Elect

VP of Programs

VP of Membership
VP of Public Relations
Secretary

Treasurer
Parliamentarian
NALA Liaison
Newsletter Editor
EPCC Student Liaison

Contact Us

Yvette Duran (paralegal DL@Iabinotilaw.com)
Sandra Vasquez (Sandra.vasquez@kempsmith.com)
vacant

Jessica Lucero (jlucero@epcounty.com)

Louise Elorreaga (lelo9228@aol.com)

Griselda Lasky (glasky@epcounty.com)

Laura T. Juarez, CP (Itjuarez1007@)gmail.com)
Sandra Espinoza (sespinoza@umcelpaso.org)
Laura T. Juarez, CP (Itjuarez1007@)gmail.com)
Laura Aguilar, ACP (laguilar@bickerstaft.com)
Erica Edwards (edwardsadvocate@outlook.com)

El Paso Paralegal Association

P. O. Box 7

El Paso, Texas 79940

www.elppa.org
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