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SUBCHAPTER G

Certification of Paralegals
.0100 The Plan for Certification of Paralegals
.0119 Standards for Certification of Paralegals

(a) To qualify for certification as a paralegal, an applicant must pay any required fee, and comply with th
following standards:

(1) Education. The applicant must have earned one of the following:
(A) an associate's, bachelor's, or master's degree from a qualified paralegal studies pro

(B) an associate's or bachelor's degree in any discipline from any institution of post-sec
education that is accredited by an accrediting body recognized by the United States De|
of Education and a certificate from a qualified paralegal studies program.

(2) Examination. The applicant must achieve a satisfactory score on a written examination desi¢
test the applicant's knowledge and ability. The board shall assure that the contents and grading
examinations are designed to produce a uniform minimum level of competence among the certi
paralegals.

(b) Alternative Qualification Period. For a period not to exceed two years after the date that applications
certification are first accepted by the board, an applicant may qualify by satisfying one of the following:

(1) earned a high school diploma, or its equivalent, worked as a paralegal and/or a paralegal ed
North Carolina for not less than 5000 hours during the five years prior to application, and, during
months prior to application, completed three hours of continuing legal education in professional
responsibility, as approved by the board;

(2) obtained and maintained at all times prior to application the designation Certified Legal Assis
(CLA)/Certified Paralegal (CP), PACE-Registered Paralegal (RP), or other national paralegal cr
approved by the board and worked as a paralegal and /or a paralegal educator in North Carolin:
less than 2000 hours during the two years prior to application; or

(3) worked as a paralegal and/or a paralegal educator in North Carolina for not less than 2000
during the two years prior to application and fulfilled one of the following educational requiremer

(A) as set forth in Rule .0119(a)(1), or

(B) earned an associate's or bachelor's degree in any discipline from any institution of p
secondary education that is accredited by an accrediting body recognized by the Unitec
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Department of Education and successfully completed at least the equivalent of 18 seme
credits at a qualified paralegal studies program, any portion of which credits may also s
requirements for the associate's or bachelor's degree.

(c) Notwithstanding an applicant's satisfaction of the standards set forth in Rule .0119(a) or (b), no indivi
may be certified as a paralegal if:

(1) the individual's certification or license as a paralegal in any state is under suspension or revc
(2) the individual's license to practice law in any state is under suspension or revocation;

(3) the individual has been convicted of a criminal act that reflects adversely on the individual's |
trustworthiness or fithess as a paralegal; or

(4) the individual is not a legal resident of the United States.

(d) All matters concerning the qualification of an applicant for certification, including, but not limited to,
applications, examinations and examination scores, files, reports, investigations, hearings, findings,
recommendations, and adverse determinations shall be confidential so far as is consistent with the effec
administration of this plan, fairness to the applicant and due process of law.

(e) Qualified Paralegal Studies Program. A qualified paralegal studies program is a program of paralega
assistant studies that is an institutional member of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools or
regional accrediting agency recognized by the United States Department of Education, and is either

(1) approved by the American Bar Association;
(2) an institutional member of the American Association for Paralegal Education; or

(3) offers at least the equivalent of 18 semester credits of coursework in paralegal studies as pri
by the American Bar Association Guidelines for the Approval of Paralegal Education.

(f) Designation as a Qualified Paralegal Studies Program. The board shall determine whether a paraleg:
studies program is a qualified paralegal studies program upon submission by the program of an applicai
the board provided, however, a paralegal studies program is not required to submit an application for
qualification as long as the program satisfies the requirements of Rule .0119(e)(1) or (2).

(1) A program designated by the board as a qualified paralegal studies program shall renew its
application for designation every five years.

(2) An applicant for certification who lists on a certification application a paralegal studies progre
does not satisfy the requirements of Rule .0119(e)(1) or (2) or that has not been designated by i
board as a qualified paralegal studies program shall be responsible for obtaining a completed
application for designation from the program or shall submit the information required on the app
for determination that the program is a qualified paralegal studies program.
(3) Designation of a paralegal studies program as a qualified paralegal studies program under ti
section does not constitute an approval or an endorsement of the program by the board or the M
Carolina State Bar.

History Note: Statutory Authority G.S. 84-23

Adopted October 6, 2004

Amended March 2, 2006; March 8, 2007
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